Daring Blitz Against Gujarat
ordered it to be hung on a pole in the centre of the city.
For the next six months, Akbar devoted himself to tying up the-
many administrative loose ends. Several changes in the top hiera-
rchy of the court were made in a bid to root out corruption
and ensure that the Governor and other officials in the provinces-
abided strictly by instructions from the capital. Akbar was an
inflexible disciplinarian; nothing irked him more than negligence-
and disobedience, and he took steps to eliminate all those who
tended to ignore his authority. A certain amount of resentment
was an inevitable result of these harsh measures, but on the whole-
the administration improved and began to show signs of a new-
found vitality.
Akbar was still in the midst of giving shape to his plan of reforms
when the news came from Gujarat that the Mirzas Shah Hussain
and Muhammad Hussain had returned from the Deccan and
taken upon themselves to lead a'rebellion against the imperial gover-
nor at Ahmedabad. Urgent requests for reinforcements were-
also received from the local commanders. The situation in the-
newest wing of the empire was fast worsening. The old disturbers
of peace had come out from their hiding places to make common-
cause with the rebels. Ikhtiar-ul-Mulk, who was now in his seven*
ties, joined some followers of the arch-malcontent Sher Khan-
Fauladi, and planned an assault on Ahmedabad. The reports of
these plottings incensed Akbar. Determined to quell the rebellion*
once and for all, he quickly mustered a highly mobile force, and
made ready to set out on a campaign which finally established?
his claim to greatness as a conqueror.
Raja Bhagwan Dass was sent in advance at the head of a well-
equipped army of nearly ten thousand. Rajpufc and Mughal horse-
men formed the spearhead of this force. A part of the royal
harem accompanied the Raja. Akbar himself left on 23 August
1573, with a following of about five hundred, among whom were-
several noted generals. The party rode swift she-camels such as-
were usually employed on forced marches. Despite heat and the
unfavourable terrain, Akbar covered the eight hundred rough and
dusty miles to Patan in the unexampled space of nine days and
nights. On 30 August about five miles south-east of Patan, he came
up with his army and his harem. As soon as he had made rendez-
vous with a section of his army, he decided, without resting, with-
out hesitation, without further reinforcements, to move on to